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Opening Prayer

Father, you have given all peoples one common origin.  

It is your will that they be gathered together

as one family in yourself. 

Fill the hearts of all people with the fire of your love

and with the desire to ensure justice for all.

By sharing the good things you give us,

may we secure an equality for all

our brothers and sisters throughout the world.

May there be an end to division, strife and war. 

May there be a dawning of a truly human society 

built on love and peace.

We ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord.

Amen. 



Webinar Logistics



Role of CCUSA 
Parish Social Ministry Section

This webinar is hosted by Catholic Charities USA Parish Social Ministry 
Leadership Team.  

The CCUSA Parish Social Ministry section is an association that provides 
networking opportunities, resources and skill development for parish social 
ministry professionals and volunteers at parishes, dioceses and Catholic 
Charities agencies.  

The focus is on strengthening the capacity of the Catholic community to build 
a more just and compassionate society and to reduce poverty.  

CCUSA PSM Leadership Team produces webinars (like this one), publishes 
newsletters and other printed resources, develops national trainings and 
workshops, and engages in consulting with fellow parish social ministers. 



Purpose of this Webinar

Speakers will identify those issues CCUSA will advance with Congress and the new 
administration, and will offer practical strategies on how to motivate and organize a 
parish community to advocate on an issue.  

Catholic Social Teaching reminds us that we are one human family whatever our 
national, racial, ethnic, economic and ideological differences.  We are our brothers and 
sisters keepers.  

At the core of the virtue of solidarity is the pursuit of justice and peace.  Pope Paul VI 
taught that if you want peace, work for justice.  

This webinar will:

– Present the role of advocacy and highlight CCUSA’s legislative priorities 

– Provide resources and highlight the We Are Salt and Light website

– Provide a ‘best advocacy effort’ at the local level in Texas on payday lending



Presenter: Lucas Swanepoel



Presenter: Ivone Guillen

Ivone Guillen is the Catholic Social 

Teaching Education Coordinator for the 

United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops’ Department of Justice, Peace and 

Human Development. 

A native of Washington State, she is 

committed to working on social justice 

causes that promote equity and the 

common good. 



Presenter: Shannon Rosedale

Shannon is the Public Affairs and Relations 
manager at Catholic Charities Fort Worth. 

She has been with the agency for a little over a 
year. 

She coordinates their policy and advocacy work, 
and focuses on transforming the national 
conversation around poverty.



115th Congress: CCUSA Early 

Priorities



Makeup of  115th Congress



Key Dates to Watch

• February 6th

– President submits FY 18 budget

• March 15th

– Debt ceiling suspension expires

• April 28th

– FY 17 Continuing Resolution expires

• September 30th

– FY 18 Appropriations Deadline

– Children’s Health Insurance Program authority expires

– National Flood Insurance Program expires

– Child and Family Services Improvement and Innovation Act expires



First 100 Days

CCUSA Early Engagement

– Budget and Appropriations

• FY 17 Appropriations

• FY 18 Appropriations

– Health Care Repeal/Replace

• Process: Will use reconciliation process for most of  repeal

• Substance: Budget resolution for the repeal introduced on first day

– Immigration and Refugee 

• Regulatory: 

– Immigration and Boarder Security Executive Orders

– Refugee Executive Orders

• Legislative – BRIDGE Act



• What is it? 
Allows the Senate to get around the need for a 60-vote majority to invoke cloture.

• How will it be likely used?
- To repeal most of the Affordable Care Act

- Pass tax cuts and make entitlement/mandatory spending reforms

• Limitations
– Generally will impact the reduction of deficit

– Generally only used to change entitlement programs

• Medicare, Medicaid, unemployment benefits, SNAP, federal employee
retirement, block grants, federal loans and subsidies, user fees, and tax rates,
credits and deductions

– Can’t be used on discretionary spending (other than budget caps)

– Can’t be used for changes in Social Security’s old age, survivors and disability
insurance benefits programs. But can be used for other portions of Social
Security

Budget Reconciliation



Federal Budget and 

Appropriations

Issue:

• Pass FY 17 appropriations bill before April 28th

• FY 18 appropriations by September 30th

• Murray/Ryan budget agreement ends and sequester returns for 
FY 18



Federal Budget and 

Appropriations

Source: OMB

FY 17 President Obama Budget Request

https://budget2017.whitehouse.gov/#!/year/2017/revenue/0/bea_category


Federal Budget and 

Appropriations
Overall Federal Budget 

 FY 17 Budget: $1.069 
- $551 billion (Defense) 

- $518 billion (Non-defense)

 FY 18 Budget: $1.064  
- $549 billion (Defense) 

- $515 billion (Non-defense)

FY 17 President Obama Discretionary 

Request



Federal Budget and 

Appropriations

What to Expect
• Budget will be late
• FY 17 budget agreement will be used to repeal ACA
• FY 18 budget agreement to pass tax reform and/or cut entitlements
• First major test will come in April
• Rep Mulvaney’s Confirmation for Budget Director set for Thursday

CCUSA Engagement 
• Continued Advocacy on FY 17 Appropriations 

• Address Sequester and entitlement reforms
• Joint CCUSA January 18th Circle of Protection letter: “Adopt a budget framework that 

replaces sequestration, protects low-income entitlement programs such as SNAP and Medicaid, and 

maintains a circle of  protection around funding for programs focused on people in poverty.” 



Health Care Reform

Where Things Stand:

• Budget reconciliation passed in January and reconciliation process underway

• A lot of  ideas emerging but no consensus on path for repeal and replace

• Some areas emerging 

• Tax credits

• Health Savings Accounts

However: Division remains 

• Some caution by Governors

• Division on how to proceed on Medicaid 

• How to treat Medicaid expansion states

• Block Grant– set amount determined by base year

• Per capita allotment – set amount per individual state’s average medical assistance and non-

benefit expenditures per full year equivalent enrollee (2016), 

Catholic Charities USA engagement: 

• January 18 Letter: 

• “Any repeal of  the Affordable Care Act is done concurrently with a plan that protects the millions of  

Americans who have insurance, or gained access to health care under the Affordable Care Act, and provides 

access to health care for the millions still living without affordable health care.”



Immigration and Refugee 

The Issue:

President Trump has signed three Immigration and Refugee Executive Orders

1) Border Security and Immigration Enforcement Order

2) Interior Enforcement Order

3) Refugee and Travel Ban order

Where Things Stand today

• Wall funding 

• Key portions of  refugee and travel ban halted by 9th Circuit Court of  Appeals

• Interior enforcement actions

• Questions remain about potential future executive orders on ‘public charge” and DACA



Immigration and Refugee Services – Border 

Security and Immigration Enforcement

What it Does

1. Moves forward on Wall 

2. Increasing Number of  Border Patrol Agents

3. Increases Detention Facilities

4. Ends “Catch and Release” by requiring detention for all aliens pending removal proceedings

5. Expedites “credible fear” determines by assigning asylum officer to detention centers

6. Directs agencies to quantify federal aid to Mexico on annual basis for past 5 years

Border Wall



Immigration and Refugee 

Services – Interior Enforcement

What it Does
1. Attempts to defund sanctuary cities

2. Changes enforcement priorities to “any criminal offices”

3. Deputizes local law enforcement officers

4. Reinstates “Secure Communities” program

5. Begins process to impose civil fins for those who facilitate undocumented presence

6. Hires an addition 10,000 ICE officers



Immigration and Refugee Services –

Refugee and Travel Ban

What it Does
1. 90-day ban of  people from Syria, Iraq, Iran, Somalia, Sudan, Libya, and Yemen;

2. 120-day suspension of  the refugee resettlement program for ALL refugees

3. Indefinite suspension of  the arrival of  Syrian refugees; 

4. 64% decrease for U.S. refugees in 2017-110,000 to 50,000;

5. Prioritizes refugee religious based claims for individuals who are religious minority

6. Mandated review and possibly stricter security vetting procedures

7. Begins process for enhancing State and local control over refugee placements;



Immigration and Refugee Services –

DACA/DAPA/Public Charge

PUBLIC CHARGE

• Expands types of  public assistance for which a 

person could be deported as a “public charge”

• Eliminates access to the CTC for mixed immigrant 

families

• Denies SSI benefits for undocumented workers 

who becomes citizens or legal residents

• Calls for reports on: foreign workers impact on SSI, 

long-term cost of  refugee admission program and 

US birth-tourism



Immigration and Refugee 

Catholic Charities USA Engagement:

• Stand in solidarity with Immigrant and Refugee families

• Active collaboration with partners at USCCB, CLINIC and other Catholic 

organizations

• Launch of  $8 million campaign to assist immigrant and refugee programs

• Action Alerts

“We need to stay focused on our care for those who are frightened and vulnerable.  The executive orders are 

having an impact not only on very frightened people seeking to come to our country and the refugees already 

here, but also on those serving them and trying to get them integrated into our communities.”  

- Sister Donna Markham, OP, PhD, president and CEO of  CCUSA.  



Other Issues

Conscience and Religious Liberty Protections

Issue: Draft religious liberty executive order and House “Better Way” proposal promises to 

permanently enact and expand Weldon Amendment and to enforce Hyde Amendment

Criminal Justice Reform 

Issue: Parties in both chambers continue to support an overhaul of  the criminal justice 

system, especially a reduction in mandatory minimum prison sentences for minor drug 

crimes. However, will be difficult lift after a “tough on crime” campaign and congressional 

division on proposals.

Child and Family Services Improvement and Innovation Act

Issue: Program expires September 30th, 2017.  A bill (Families First) to reauthorize the 

program and change child protection and congregate care programs nearly passed last 

congress and has broad bipartisan support. 

Farm Bill/SNAP/Child Nutrition Reauthorization

Issue: The 2014 farm bill expires on Sept. 30, 2018 and hearings are beginning now.  Child 

Nutrition Reauthorization likely to remain stalled.



Engagement

How can we make Catholic Charities’ message stronger on Capitol Hill?

 Catholic Charities Hill Day on March 29th

Ongoing State Convening 

 Stay connected with Social Policy team

 Take Action and share Action Alerts

 Sign-up for the Washington Weekly

https://cqrcengage.com/catholiccharitiesusa/app/register?6&m=10815


THE BIBLICAL CALL TO CHARITY, JUSTICE AND PEACE CLAIMS NOT

ONLY EACH BELIEVER, BUT EACH COMMUNITY. -COMMUNITIES OF SALT & 

LIGHT

Presenter: Ivone Guillen
IGuillen@usccb.org

mailto:IGuillen@usccb.org






















PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY AND ADVOCACY

• Putting the Gospel in 
Action: Social Justice 
and Charitable Works

• Responding to the 
social needs of the 
communities we serve

• Shared commitment to 
grow in love with God 
and neighbor 

• Building Relationships







Case Study: Payday 

Lending Reform in 

Arlington, Texas



Background

• Efforts to regulate predatory lending at state level have failed
• 2013 Texas cities stepped up to regulate 
• None in Tarrant County



Movement 

• Grassroots efforts joined coalitions and established groups
• Summer 2015 Arlington City Council began discussing an ordinance 
• State level groups came to support and connect resources 
• Passed November 2015



What lead to success?

• Advocacy from the ground level to state 
• Coalition building 



What does that look like?

• Determine mission
• Identify goals 

• SMART (Specific Measurable Achievable Realistic Timed ) goals
• Create strategy 



Building and sustaining

• Not an overnight success
• Organizing the community



Identify key players and 

resources 
• Partners in the community and field 
• Multiple roles: who is the best fit for each
• Spokesperson from the community: Father Kelley

• The payday lending industry has millions of dollars in lobbying funds, we needed on 
the ground and tangible resources 



Communicate effectively

• Hardest challenge 
• An informed and cohesive message moves others 



Educate and engage

• How are you getting your mission and goals across? 
• Who is going to help you?
• Get in front and speak 



Follow ups

• Follow up and next steps
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Questions and Answers



Members and Contacts
CCUSA PSM Leadership Team (#2)



Announcements

1. Next webinar: PSM and Volunteer Management (date TBD)

2. E-mails:

• Parish Social Ministry News and Notes

• Daily Lent devotions from CCUSA

Register at www.catholiccharitiesusa.org at bottom of homepage:

3. Staff of CCUSA member agencies may access CCUSA's published PSM resources, 
recorded webinars, past newsletters, and the contact list of the CCUSA Parish Social 
Ministry Section Leadership Team by visiting the password-protected section of the 
CCUSA website. Others may request these resources by sending a message to 
psm@catholiccharitiesusa.org.

http://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/
mailto:psm@catholiccharitiesusa.org


Closing Prayer

Gracious and loving God, let your Spirit be with us and 
guide us. Hear our prayers, and increase in us the will 
to follow your Son Jesus. 

Help us to draw on the resources of our faith as we use 
the opportunities of our democracy to shape a society 
more respectful of the life, dignity, and rights of the 
human person, especially the poor and vulnerable. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God forever and ever. Amen.

-United States Conference of Catholic Bishops


