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What Is the Social Enterprise Resource Map? 

The Social Enterprise Resource Map (SERM) is a dynamic visual tool to share information 

about social enterprises and their supportive ecosystems across Catholic Charities agencies. 

The SERM includes a map of the U.S. showing where each organization is located and two 

searchable databases: one with information on Catholic Charities social enterprises and the 

other with financial and non-financial resources for social enterprises. The databases can 
be searched by location, sector or name of organization and is continuously updated as we 

receive more information.

• The SERM supplies the most up-to-date information about social enterprises that   

 are operated by, owned by or affiliated with Catholic Charities member agencies

 o Social entrepreneurs generate revenue while making measurable social   

 impact and improving the quality of life of community members in ways   

 that often are not pursued by traditional business or the government.

 o Successful social enterprises are mission-centered, can increase an   
 organization’s earned income and can grow capacity to support  

 other programs.

• The SERM supplies the most up-to-date information regarding financial  
 resources, including both grants and investment, for social enterprises across  

 the country.

 o Financial resources can include planning and start-up grants, innovation   
 grants, grants to cover programmatic expenses incurred while serving  

 certain populations (e.g., wraparound services for low- or no-income  
 people in affordable housing) and expansion/scaling grants. The amount  

 of available grant funding is usually considerably lower than funding  

 available through investment, such as loans, lines of credit, guarantees  

 and equity.

Social Enterprise Resource Map Overview
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 o A variety of actors and entities provide financing for social enterprises,   
 including foundations, impact investors, angel investors, high-net-worth   
 individuals, corporations, community development financial institutions  
 and cooperative financial institutions. A number of these funders are   
 Catholic (e.g., Catholic Campaign for Human Development, Adrian  

 Dominican Congregation’s Portfolio Advisory Board and the Mercy  

 Partnership Fund).

• The SERM supplies the most up-to-date information regarding non-financial   
 resources that work nationally, regionally, locally and/or by sector or  

 population served.

 o Non-financial resources include training programs for start-up enterprises   
 (incubators) or growing enterprises (accelerators). Many of these trainings  

 are three- to nine-month remote or hybrid programs that connect  
 participants with mentors, peer/alumni support and financing (e.g., The  
 Miller Center, Santa Clara University). In addition, they provide training on   

 specific topics such as business models, operations and marketing.  

 o There also are sector specific trainers, such as Catalyst Kitchens/FareStart,   
 which trains workforce-based culinary programs to run as social enterprises.  
 CCUSA collaborates with Catalyst Kitchens/FareStart, and more than 20   
 member agencies have been through either a consolidated or  

 full-module training.

 o Non-financial resources also include professional associations (e.g., Social   
 Enterprise Alliance, Catholic Impact Investing Collaborative, Global Impact  

 Investing Network), conference series (e.g., Social Capital Markets),  

 research institutes (e.g., Beeck Center for Social Impact and Innovation,   

 Georgetown University), measurement and evaluation (e.g., B Lab, Impact  

 Reporting and Investment Standards+) and many more.

 o The non-financial resources found in the map can aid member organizations  
 through every stage of business development to improve risk management,  

 sustainability, scalability and alignment between profit and impact.

Why Was the Social Enterprise Resource Map Created?

The SERM was created so that Catholic Charities member agencies that run or wish to start 

social enterprises can easily find other member agencies to share lessons learned, skills, 
experience and contacts. The SERM also helps agencies easily locate, and tap into, financial 
and non-financial resources that are open to them because of their location, sector and/
or people served. CCUSA is facilitating national-level collaborations with select resource 
organizations and will help with connections or an initial approach wherever possible.
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How Can the Resource Map Be Used?

• Inter-agency knowledge and skills sharing

• Financing social enterprises

• Growing Catholic Charities or enterprise staff capacity

• Business planning

• Research and evaluation

• Networking

• Identifying funders and collaborators for inclusion in the Workforce  

 Development Social Innovation Challenge applications and funded programs

Where Did the Data for the Resource Map Come From?

• Data for social enterprises came from:

 o Catholic Charities USA annual survey

 o Desk research

 o Interviews with program managers and other Catholic Charities staff

• Data for financial resources came from:

 o Desk research

 o CDFI (Community Development Financial Institution) directory

 o Foundation Directory Online

 o Recommendations from sector experts

• Data for non-financial resources came from:

 o Desk research

 o Social Enterprise Alliance

 o Foundation Directory Online

 o Recommendations from sector experts

 o CCUSA pilot collaborations

Catholic Charities members with questions, feedback or information about  

additional agency enterprises or resources, please contact Evan Gill, lead on Impact 

Investing and Senior Director, Policy and Legislative Affairs, Catholic Charities USA  

(egill@catholiccharitiesusa.org).

https://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/ccusa-innovates/
https://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/ccusa-innovates/
mailto:egill@catholiccharitiesusa.org

