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Today we will...
❏ Provide an overview of the origin and development of an inter
institutional collaboration focused on immigrant and refugee
populations
❏ Present the service/accompaniment, student and institutional
learning, and research components of the collaboration
❏ Present the workforce development goals address by the
collaboration
❏ Discuss how workshop participants can join in such
collaborations to expand our Catholic calling to “walk with the
poor, the outcasts of the world, those whose dignity has been
violated, in a mission of reconciliation and justice.”

Why Focus on Migration?
● Globally, internal and cross-border displacement has escalated
dramatically in the last decade due to conﬂict, violence, disasters,
climate change, environmental degradation, development
projects, and extreme poverty.
● The number of international migrants is greater today than at
any other time in history
● While migration may present a chance to improve life
circumstances, it also poses a series of risks for immigrants and
refugees.
● Migrants may encounter risks and stressors before, during, and
after migration
● Civil society organizations such as Catholic Charities play a
critical role in immigrant integration and refugee resettlement

Why a Transnational Partnership?
●

●

●

Nowhere is the trend of international migration more marked that in
North America between Mexico and the United States, with the
most traveled bilateral migration path in the world.
Given these signiﬁcant migratory movements in this hemisphere,
primarily through the Mexican migration corridor, a regional focus
is warranted
Migration dynamics in the region have created a population that
transcends borders.
○ Family systems extend across political borders
○ Refugees and immigrants engage in recurrent, enduring and
signiﬁcant cross-border activities and relationship, which may be
familial, economic, political, social, cultural, and religious.

In 30 seconds, please share in the chat box...

What are the
challenges when
working with the
immigrant and
refugee community?

Origin and development of this inter-institutional
collaboration
●

2006- CA&NA, El Salvador (Loyola+Ibero+Jesuit
Migrant Services)

○

●

International academic student mobility model
between Jesuit Universities and Catholic
institutions that contributes to the academic
formation of students.

2007- Ibero Transnational Service
Program, Chicago (Loyola+ Ibero+Catholic Charities
of Chicago)

○

Study the immigration phenomenon, specially the
challenges presented:
■ regional perspective
■ social, economic and cultural challenges;
■ effects of social adjustment to new culture and
family separation causes risks to their well
being and social isolation
■ Role of government and Civil Society
Organizations

Origin & development inter-institutional collaboration
2010-2015 Migration Studies Initiatives to Promote
Curricular Development and a North American Community.
Immersion Courses:
○ North American Migration
Dynamics & Policy (Mexico City)
(2010)
○ Border Immersion Course
(Nogales, Arizona/
Nogales,Sonora) (2015)
○ JUSTICIA: Jesuit University
Service & Teaching International
Collaboration on Immigrant
Accompaniment (Loyola+MX
Jesuit Universities + Catholic
Charities) (2017)

Loyola and Catholic Charities have a long history
of engagement and collaboration
+
+
+

75 Loyola alumni as CCC staff
100 Loyola alumni serving on CCC Board of Advisors
145 Loyola student internships at CCC (2012-2016)

Multiple collaborative research and evaluation projects with the Loyola Center
for Urban Research and Learning (CURL):
❏
❏
❏

❏

Evaluation of Catholic Charities’ Homelessness Prevention Call Center
Needs assessment of Catholic Charities’ Street Interventions program
Evaluation of Catholic Charities’ St. Leo Campus, a joint partnership with
the Veteran’s Administration to serve the housing and social service needs
of veterans
Three-year strategic plan for the entire organization of Catholic Charities

The Ibero Transnational Service Program
- Started in 2007
- 167 students in more than 10
different programs in Catholic
Charities of Chicago
- More than a 100,000 people
served
- More than 75,000 hours of
community service
- Ibero interns take a course at
Loyola that focuses on
migration

Example: Working with Migrant Women

Impact on the Catholic Charities of Chicago Programs
● Culturally relevant services
● Spanish speaking
● Data/Research informed
decisions
● Continuity of projects
● Creation of the Cross-Agency
Services for the Immigrant
Community (CASIC)internal
workgroup
● Role in the formation of servant
leaders
● Keeping us young at heart and
updated with technology

Impact on the Catholic Charities of Chicago Programs
CCC Programs beneﬁted (Ibero+Loyola):
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

Food pantries
Child development centers
After-school programs
Family strengthening centers
Regional ofﬁces
Senior services
Immigration and naturalization
program
WIC
Communications department
Community health fairs
Legal assistance program
Refugee resettlement program
Behavioral health program

Other community partners beneﬁted:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Pastoral Migratoria
Consulate of Mexico
Consulate of El Salvador
Consulate of Honduras
Consulate of Guatemala
County Health Departments

The work of the partnership between Catholic Charities of Chicago and
Loyola University provide holistic transnational, multidisciplinary, and
intercultural advocacy, accompaniment, and research-based responses

Service and
Accompaniment
to the
Community

Student and
Institutional
Learning

Internships

Research and
Grant
Collaboration

Professional
Development

to promote human rights, security, and dignity of migrants

How can you ENGAGE in these partnerships?
- CCUSA CoP: Immigration
Advocacy and Refugees Services
- Internship and research
opportunities with
Loyola Chicago Master of Social
Work Online Bilingual
-

https://www.luc.edu/socialwork/gpem/mas
terofsocialworkonlinebilingual/

Loyola Chicago Master of Social Work Online Bilingual
Need for the Program:
● The unmet need for health, behavioral health, and mental
health services for immigrant, refugee, and Latino populations
in the U.S. is well established.
● The factors that contribute to this unmet need can be
attributed to a number of barriers to access, relevance of
services, and bilingual professional personnel shortages.
Loyola’s Response: Online Bilingual Master of Social Work
● The program focuses on Mental Health and Migration Studies.
● The courses are developed and taught in bilingual format by
facultythat are bilingual and bi-cultural.
● This program is the ﬁrst online, bilingual (English & Spanish,)
MSW in continental USA.
https://www.luc.edu/socialwork/academics/graduate/maestriabilingueentrabajosocialenlinea/

If you like more information about:
- Online Bilingual
MSW program
- Serving as a
ﬁeld site host

please share your name and email in the chat box
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