
An Introduction to Immigration 

Law: A Follow Up

Updates, Do we dare to hope?



Why its still relevant to know 

anything about Immigration

– 169,346 non-citizens living in Kentucky 

– The number of non-citizens living in Diocese of 

Owensboro is about equal to the population of 

Henderson, KY; whereas the number of persons 

living with an undocumented family member is like the 

population of Owensboro

– 2 of every 5 immigrants in Kentucky are naturalized

– Kentucky is home to thousands of Deferred Action for 

Childhood Arrivals (DACA) recipients.

• Kentucky Resettled the 5th highest number of refugees in 

the country in FY2020 at around 470 persons.



Nearly 4 percent of Kentucky residents are immigrants, 

while nearly 3 percent are native-born U.S. citizens who 

have at least one immigrant parent.

• Immigrant-led households in the state paid $900.7 

million in federal taxes and $465.2 million in state and 

local taxes in 2018.

• Undocumented immigrants in Kentucky paid an 

estimated $83.2 million in federal taxes and $53.3 million 

in state and local taxes in 2018.

• The top countries of origin for immigrants were Mexico 

(16 percent of immigrants), Cuba (7 percent), China (6 

percent), India (5 percent), and Honduras (4 percent).

• Kentucky residents in immigrant-led households had 

$3.6 billion in spending power (after-tax income) in 2018.



They Comin’ to America…but we don’t 

always have out the welcome mat

• Brief History of U.S. Immigration Policy
– From "Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, the 

wretched refuse of your teeming shore. Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me, I 

lift my lamp beside the golden door!"’ To Chinese Exclusion Acts (all in the same decade?)

– Nothing from 1776-1882 except that the 14th Amendment defining citizens as any one born in 

the US or Naturalized



Immigration Overview

• This is a Federal Practice. The statutes 

covering immigration are found in:

– INA; IRCA; AEDPA; IIRAIRA; APA

– NACARA; HRIFA; AC-21; VAWA; VT&VPA

– LIFE Act; CCA of 2000; CSPA; Adam Walsh 

Act; CPSA; IMBRA

– EBS&AERA; HSA



What About the Regs & Agencies?

• Four Titles of Regulation for Immigration

– 8 CFR Aliens & Nationality

– 6 CFR Dept. of Homeland Security

– 20 CFR Department of Labor

– 22 CFR Foreign Relations

• Three Separate Federal Agencies

– Department of Homeland Security (absorbed former 

INS) with USCIS, ICE & CBP

– State Department

– Department of Labor



Useful Sources

• Websites: uscis.gov; travel.state.gov; dol.gov; 
aila.org

• Kurzban’s Sourcebook

• Immigration Consequences of Criminal Activity 
by Mary Kramer

• Foreign Affairs Manual

• BIA Cases, Reported

• Cases on Westlaw;

• AAO decisions



Refugees and Asylees

• There are several categories of legal admission 

available to people who are fleeing persecution 

or are unable to return to their homeland due to 

life-threatening or extraordinary conditions.

• Refugees are admitted to the United States 

based upon an inability to return to home 

countries because of a “well-founded fear of 

persecution” due to one of 5 categories: race, 

membership in a particular social group, political 

opinion, religion, or national origin. 



Trump Attempt to Dismantle 

Immigration Infrastructure
Asylum

Impacted group Practical Implications
Effects on Life, Health, 

and Well-Being
Legal Cases, Policies, and Executive Orders

Families and children
Parents and children 

traumatized by separation

Short- and long-term 

trauma, especially for 

children

“Zero tolerance” policy

Flores challenge

Individuals persecuted due 

to domestic and gang 

violence

Vulnerable individuals 

unable to gain asylum; 

more likely to stay in 

situations where they 

continue to be harmed or 

killed

Increase in violence to 

those who remain in or 

return to countries where 

government is unwilling 

or unable to provide 

protection

Matter of A-B-

Grace vs Whitaker

Individuals detained while 

seeking asylum
More asylum-seekers in 

detention

Poor health outcomes in 

detention

“Zero tolerance” policy

Border Security and Immigration Enforcement 

Improvements Executive Order

Individuals entering the 

country at the southern US 

border

Vulnerable individuals are 

returned to unsafe and 

unhealthy conditions in 

other countries

Death, violent attacks, 

kidnapping, and illness 

in camps

The Migrant Protection Protocols (MPP)

The Guatemala Asylum Cooperative Agreements

The Prompt Asylum Claim Review and 

Humanitarian Asylum Review Process

CDC/HHS Suspension of Introduction of Persons 

into the United States from Designated Foreign 

Countries or Places



Drop Off

After being detained, CBP would drop persons who showed “a 

credible fear” off at one of the Catholic Charites Shelters in Laredo. 

Often sick, sans shoelaces, tired and in need of a shower and sleep.



Intake Room

At the Shelter we volunteered at in Laredo, TX, we would get about 200 asylum 

seekers every few hours, I would “intake” them. Get name, country of origin, 

number in family, destination city with phone contact number, look over their 

charging documents/immigration court assignments.



I’m Here

After a difficult journey, detention, intake into one of the Catholic 

Charities Laredo Shelters, an asylum seeker reaches her family by 

phone in the US. We weren’t supposed to do these conversations, 

but broke that protocol on a regular basis.



Calling and Arranging Transportation with 

Relatives in the Interior

Dcn Cristobal and Fr. Carmelo managed multiple phones to reach 

relatives of migrants to arrange transportation to the destination on 

the interior by bus or plane.



Meals in shifts

The dining room was not big enough for everyone so we ate in 

shifts. Here the Bishop of Laredo is welcoming asylum seekers in 

Spanish.



Time for Play

After the dehumanizing experience of CBP detention, Catholic 

Charities in Laredo offered shower, clean clothes, a snack, drink, 

and real meal and finally some time for play for the kiddos.



Morning Relaxation

Before our shift, Fr. Carmelo would hang out with families in the 

shelter who had stayed overnight.



Bus Trip to the Bus Terminal and Airport

Catholic Charities Laredo filled up busses 4 times a day to the Bus 

and Airport Terminals. Still, many were taken by cars to those 

destinations throughout the days.



At the Airport

Dcn. Cristobal and Fr. Carmelo see some of the Laredo Shelter 

guests and share a meal at a layover in Dallas.



First Flight

These young men were on their first ever airplane. We showed 

them how to put on their seat belts and how to change planes.



Then It Got Worse: Remain in 

Mexico



Born in a Migrant Camp in Matamoros

Director of Catholic Charities of Rio Grande Valley, Sr. Norma Pimentel holds her godchild 

at the migrant camp in Matamoros, Mexico, during the pandemic. The baby's birth, like most 

births at the camp, posed a risk to the mother and baby, as medical attention is not a given. 



New Administration

• Terminated Remain in Mexico Policy

– Increase in unaccompanied minors

– Overcrowded facilities

– Asylum is still very rarely granted 

(approximately 80% of Asylum claims are 

denied. In Atlanta, there’s a 95% Denial rate).

• TPS extended (Salvadorans, Haitians, 

Hondurans, Nepalese, Sudanese, Yemeni) and 

expanded (Venezuelans, Burmese, Syrians 

• Shored up DACA and allowed new Applications



Biden Administration Proposals 

& Bills in Congress
• U.S. Citizenship Act of 2021 Citizens:  bill provides an opportunity to earn 

citizenship. The legislation modernizes immigration system, and prioritizes 

keeping families together, growing the economy, responsibly managing the 

border with smart investments, addresses the root causes of migration from 

Central America, and makes asylum procedure more humane 

• The American Dream and Promise Act, which previously passed in the 

House in 2019, would create a process for undocumented immigrants 

brought to the U.S. as children — otherwise known as "DREAMers" — to 

earn permanent resident status and eventual citizenship. It also includes a 

path to citizenship for people with temporary protected status and 

beneficiaries of deferred enforced departure. It passed by a vote of 228-197 

in the House.

• The Farm Workforce Modernization Act, would establish a system for 

agricultural workers to earn temporary status with an eventual option to 

become a permanent resident. The act would also amend the existing H-2A 

temporary agricultural worker visa program.



What do I see in Practice

• Long waits

• Receipt notices and appointments finally 

happening

• Rebuilding the infrastructure of Refugee 

Resettlement: our numbers in KY dropped 

to 470 for FY 2020 (over 1000 less than 

the year before) but our goal for 

resettlement in the new year is 750 just in 

Owensboro and Bowling Green.



Refugees
• Refugees apply for admission from outside of the U.S., 

from a “transition country” that is outside home country. 

• Admission turns on numerous factors, such as the 

degree of risk they face, membership in a group that is of 

special concern to the United States, and whether or not 

they have family in the U.S.

• In 2019 37% of KY refugees placed in O’boro & BG 
Year Ceiling set by Pres. Number Resettled US Number Resettled  KY

2015 70,000 69,993 1986

2016 85,000 84,995 2390

2017 50,000 53,716 1583

2018 45,000 20, 918 987

2019 30,000 30,000 1421



What can you do?

• Support the Catholic Charities organizations on the 

border (Laredo, Rio Grande Valley, Yuma)

• Support our Catholic Charities 

• Advocate for Congress to pass humane, comprehensive 

overhaul of the Immigration system

• Reach out to the Burmese community and Migrant 

communities

• Support organizations doing humanitarian work in 

Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua

• Support work on climate change: the environment is 

making more people leave their homes and this is 

getting worse.


