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CCUSA Refugee and Immigrat ion  Serv ices



Purpose of the Monthly 

Presentation

3. Strengthen 
Agency Networks

1. Support 
Immigration & 

Refugee Programs

2. Share 
Resources



CLINIC submits comment in response to EOIR Limited 
Representation Proposal

On Oct. 30, 2020, CLINIC submitted comments in response to a Notice of 

Proposed Rulemaking titled, "Professional Conduct for Practitioners-Rules and 

Procedures, and Representation and Appearances," and that would allow 

practitioners to make limited appearances in immigration court. As detailed in 

the comment, CLINIC strongly supports EOIR clarifying that practitioners can 

make limited appearances because such appearances allow more noncitizens to 

have access to counsel, at least for parts of their cases. However, CLINIC 

expressed significant concerns about: 1) sections of the rule that are not written 

clearly or whose effects have not been fully analyzed, 2) adding burdens to pro 

bono attorneys, and 3) proposed changes to the discipline section of the 

regulation. 

CLINIC Updates



CCUSA submits comments in opposition to DHS Notice of 
Proposed Rule

The proposed rule (re: Collection and Use of Biometrics by U.S. Citizenship and 

Immigration Services) would dramatically expand government surveillance over 

immigrants and the U.S. citizens sponsoring immigration cases, collecting DNA, 

voice prints, iris and face scans as well other personal characteristics to be 

stored in government databases. We respectfully urge DHS to withdraw the 

proposed rule in its entirety because it would authorize invasive data collection, 

storage, and sharing far beyond any legitimate justification connected to DHS in 

our government. Read full letter here.

CCUSA Social 

Policy Updates

http://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/CCUSA-Biometric-Data-Comments_Final-10132020.pdf


Presidential Determination Announced 

On October 28th, President Trump set the Presidential Determination (PD) for 

refugee admissions into the United States for the 20201 Fiscal Year. The PD has 

seen lows over the last few years and this year sees a new low of 15,000 

refugees. The Justice for Immigrants campaign put together a FAQ sheet that 

you can view on the USCCB website. 

To view the memo put out by the White House, you can visit their website. 

USCCB/MRS 

Updates

https://justiceforimmigrants.org/what-we-are-working-on/refugees/faq-fiscal-year-2021-report-to-congress-and-presidential-determination-on-refugee-admissions/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-determination-refugee-admissions-fiscal-year-2021/
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Updates on Public Charge from ILRC
This resource from the Immigrant Legal Resource Center includes primers on public charge, updates on new 
rules and regulations, and specific information for legal representatives and accredited reps.

Navigating the Future of Work: The Role of Immigrant-Origin Workers in the Changing U.S. Economy
A new report from the Migration Policy Institute seeks to understand how the changing mix of jobs in the U.S. 
economy is likely to affect immigrant-origin workers. Using data from the U.S. Census Bureau and the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, as well as occupation-specific projections for automation and off-shoring, the researchers 
examine the impacts long-term economic trends might have on the future of work for immigrant-origin and 
third/higher-generation workers (U.S.-born workers with U.S.-born parents).

Podcast from National Immigration Forum- How did we get here?
We often hear people say they don’t have a problem with people coming to the U.S. — as long as they are 
coming here legally. But our legal immigration system is complex and challenging to navigate — and the 
increasing number of threats it faces from the Trump administration only intensifies this. In this podcast series, 
you’ll hear from experts discussing how the past applies to the present moment, and what it means for the 
future of immigration.

USCCB Office of Resettlement Services Staff Directory
An up-to-date USCCB Office of Resettlement Services Staff Directory is now available on MRSConnect the 
Resettlement Services "Communication" tab and under the "Communications" tabs of the Reception & 
Placement, Match Grant, Preferred Communities (B), and Preferred Communities (VCS) pages. Please reference 
this document when looking to contact a USCCB staff member regarding a specific issue. Make sure you are 
logged in to MRSConnect when accessing this document.

https://www.ilrc.org/public-charge
http://my.migrationpolicy.org/salsa/track.jsp?v=2&c=MH553EQ6JsS9PtzdhP7LKg3n0ytVK8H7
https://immigrationforum.org/article/only-in-america-how-did-we-get-here/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014DK-k2i-GX6DkvEkEpSRo5v5am-3smkMVJpjitrVJCicRwIjPt5oTtWBXcNS0K-JEJ9htFlZmO4yj2M_9EwoES8ljRpLF1_Mi7Qu18Rn1oc7SBKhVvAFsnI09-nknFfoaDC_wgDZW-ac63FU-c8lpmZArRXICe1Sx7LPN-BoNSdMCl7B1lnh28AS-ywYnxPhhcZkFbDoiJDZim50RPCh8A==&c=KdeqfvF5R9fD29j4WR7hl3UbBzm1LGORGk5b0avPItJ-uvq6KQEnQA==&ch=Wa2Q9xxqJjCKJjyQj3G8UxPGMYHRioVd_2lsv9FhpzfwaFcdnOk-hg==


What’s Happening 

in November?

JFI Fall Webinar Series 
Concludes on November 12th

The JFI Fall Webinar series will conclude on 
Thursday, November 12th at 2pm with “The 
Big Picture: What the Election Means for 
Immigration Policy.” 

To register for the webinar, please see the 
registration page on the Justice for 
Immigrants website.

If you have missed any of the previous 
webinars in this series, you can check out 
the website for all the archived recordings
and slides from the presentations.

https://justiceforimmigrants.org/jfi-webinar-series/
https://justiceforimmigrants.org/news/webinars/


What’s Happening 

in November?

New AmeriCorps Funding Opportunity 
Webinar and Request for Proposals 

CCUSA is taking applications to potentially launch a 
national AmeriCorps program as a response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and applications to fulfill/waitlist the 
Financial Education and Nutrition Education AmeriCorps 
Programs. 

Join this webinar to learn more about AmeriCorps and 
how these programs could help expand your existing 
programming through the power of national service. We 
will review sub-grantee expectations, estimated costs, 
and allowable activities in this webinar. 

REGISTER HERE

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4468807091891864079


Federal Communications Commission (FCC): COVID-19 Telehealth Program
The COVID-19 Telehealth Program aims to help health care providers provide connected care services 
to patients at their homes or mobile locations in response to the novel Coronavirus. Learn more here.

Youth Garden Grant
Since 1982, the Youth Garden Grant has supported school and youth educational garden projects that 
enhance the quality of life for students and their communities. Any nonprofit organization, public or 
private school, or youth program in the United States or US Territories planning a new garden program 
or expanding an established one that serves at least 15 youth between the ages of 3 and 18 is eligible 
to apply. The selection of winners is based on demonstrated program impact and sustainability. Learn 
more here. 

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

https://www.fcc.gov/covid-19-telehealth-program
https://www.fcc.gov/covid-19-telehealth-program
https://kidsgardening.org/2021-youth-garden-grant/


Arriving Alone-Needs and Programming for Unaccompanied Migrant Children in Foster Care webinar
CCUSA, Thursday, November 5th at 2pm ET

Join us in exploring the challenges that unaccompanied migrant children face, the needs they present and the services that 
contribute to their ability to thrive in their new communities. This webinar will highlight how USCCB's model provides 
continuity of care for youth coming into the United States, including pursuit of legal relief, reunification with family and 
sponsors in the community and long-term foster care and independent living options for youth who are granted legal status. 
Come learn about the services youth rely on to succeed and how USCCB's network of foster care providers supports the long-
term health, well-being and integration of unaccompanied migrant children by placing them in a community setting. This 
webinar offers 1.0 Continuing Education Credit. Register here.

Using Integration Data to Build Stronger Communities for Long-Term Residents and Newcomers webinar
CCUSA, Tuesday, December 8th at 2pm ET

Join CCUSA staff in learning how Catholic Charities agencies across the country use Catholic Legal Immigration Network 
(CLINIC) created tools to collect this data and how the data has informed how they design their integration programs. 
Successful immigrant integration efforts help dismantle local unequal power dynamics. To accomplish this, a community must 
work together and address data-identified areas of inequity. This webinar will pinpoint the components of a successful 
integration initiative, detail how to collect important data that can enhance a currently operating integration program, and 
propose a plan of action for agencies interested in effectively engaging their community in integration efforts. Come learn how 
to garner buy-in from the agency's clients, staff, and community members. Register here. 
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Immigration and Refugee Services Community of Practice Meeting - November 2020
CCUSA, Thursday, November 19th at 3pm ET

Please join us for the CCUSA Immigration and Refugee Services Community of Practice meeting. During this meeting, we will 
hear from the field about pressing RIS issues and receive a policy update from CCUSA, MRS/USCCB, and CLINIC. 
We look forward to an engaging and productive Immigration and Refugee Services CoP Bi-Monthly meeting. Register here. 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7183266004940119821
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3626275520341100045
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3347494347670146064


Developing and Sustaining an Immigration Program
CLINIC  - Tuesday- Thursday, November 10-12, 2020  1-4 PM ET
This virtual training provides a complete introductory overview of how to start and sustain a nonprofit immigration legal services program. Participants will 
review important lessons from CLINIC’s highly regarded manual, Managing an Immigration Program: Steps for Creating and Increasing Legal Capacity. This 
manual and curriculum offer detailed information and suggestions for applying for Department of Justice agency recognition and staff accreditation, 
implementing effective case management systems, fundraising and scores of other pertinent topics related to managing an immigration program. Register here. 

Webinar Series: Selected Issues in Family-Based Immigration
CLINIC – November 23rd 2020 2:00pm ET

Recent changes in law and policy make family-based immigration more complex and challenging, resulting in outcomes that are sometimes hard to 
predict. This four-part webinar series provides updated information and analysis on selected topics in family-based immigration. This series is designed for 
practitioners who want to take a deeper look at current issues that affect the process of immigrating through a family relationship. Register here. 
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Practicing in Video Teleconference Courts
CLINIC- Tuesday, November 10th, 2020 2:00pm ET

Much before many Americans took to Zoom to carry out meetings amidst a global pandemic, immigration courts across the country were holding video 
hearings. The practice of beaming respondents into immigration court from remote detention centers is not new, but has grown exponentially in recent 
years. Join presenters in conversation on how best to represent your clients when they must participate in immigration court through video 
teleconference. Register here. 

Introduction to Asylum
Nov 5, 2020 at 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM EST
This session will provide an introductory overview of asylum law, and will lay the foundation for subsequent NYIC trainings on November 9 and November 18 that 
will provide a deep dive into asylum claims based on fear of gangs and asylum claims related specifically to gender. In this introductory session participants will 
learn the basic elements of an asylum claim, the evidentiary standard for asylum, and bars to asylum. We will discuss the affirmative and defensive asylum 
process and will conclude with a look at related forms of relief when asylum is not available. This session will be led by Immigrant Advocates Response 
Collaborative director Camille Mackler. Register here here.

Asylum Based on Fear of Gangs
Nov 9, 2020 at 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM EST
Join the NYIC and Central American Legal Assistance for a session examining asylum claims based on fear of gangs. CALA Legal Director Heather Axford will discuss 
current caselaw and legal strategies for framing a winning case where the grounds for asylum is fear of persecution by gangs or other organized crime elements. 
This training presumes prior background on the basic elements of asylum and will focus specifically on gang-based asylum claims. Register here.

https://cliniclegal.org/training/virtual-workshops/developing-and-sustaining-immigration-program
https://cliniclegal.org/training/webinar-series/wsfamily112320
https://cliniclegal.org/training/webinars/practicing-video-teleconference-courts
https://tockify.com/thenyic/detail/139/1604584800000
https://tockify.com/thenyic/detail/140/1604934000000


Mark Your Calendars! National Migration Week 
2021 Is Moving! September 20-26, 2021

• For nearly forty years, National Migration Week (NMW) has been celebrated the week 
after the Epiphany in January. One of the primary reasons for celebrating NMW at this time 
was the timing of the Pope's Migration Day message, which was celebrated in mid-
January.

• In 2019, Pope Francis announced that that the World Day of Migrants and Refugees would 
henceforth be celebrated on the last Sunday of September. To continue aligning NMW with 
the World Day of Migrants and Refugees, the Catholic Bishops of the United States recently 
moved National Migration Week to the last week in September. Given that we have 
already celebrated NMW 2020 in January 2020, National Migration Week 2021 will be 
September 20 - 26, 2021, with the World Day of Migrants and Refugees taking place on 
Sunday the 26th.

• More information about NMW, including next year's theme, and resources will be made 
available on our Justice for Immigrants website in the early Spring 2021. Stay tuned!

https://justiceforimmigrants.org/?utm_source=National+Migration+Week+2021+Is+Moving%21+Sept.+20-26%2C+2021&utm_campaign=National+Migration+Week+2021+Is+Moving&utm_medium=email
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CCUSA: Responding to the 

COVID-19 Pandemic

CCUSA remains vigilant in supporting the work your agency is doing on the ground and actively monitoring 
the COVID-19 situation. As such, any resource that we locate that may be helpful is uploaded to the 
member-facing COVID-19 resource webpage.

If you have any questions to pose to the network on how other immigration programs are responding to 
the public health precautions – please feel free to send an inquiry to the RIS listserv: ccusa-immigrants-
refugeesservs@maillist.catholiccharitiesusa.org. 

If you have any COVID-19 resources please send the information to Simona Wright-James at 
swright@CatholicCharitiesUSA.org. The information will be posted for public view on CCUSA’s COVID-19 
Resource Page.

https://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/resource/covid-19/
mailto:ccusa-immigrants-refugeesservs@maillist.catholiccharitiesusa.org
mailto:swright@CatholicCharitiesUSA.org
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COVID-19 Resources for the

Community of Practice

During these uncertain times, we want to keep you as informed as possible. CCUSA, USCCB, and CLINIC all 
have COVID-19 resource pages that are updated regularly with information and best practices to help you 
better serve your immigrant clients.

Catholic Charities USA – Refugee and Immigrant Services: COVID-19 Resource Page

USCCB – Justice for Immigrants: COVID-19 Resource Page

Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc. – COVID-19 Resource Page

https://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/resource/covid-19/#11
https://justiceforimmigrants.org/covid-19-resource-page/
https://cliniclegal.org/covid-19


Have anything RIS related you would like 
included in the monthly presentation?

Any questions or feedback?

Contact Daria Earley

Contact Us

mailto:dearley@catholiccharitiesusa.org


Thank you for reading!


