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Agenda

2:00 PM EDT Welcome, Agenda, Speaker Introduction (CCUSA)

2:10 Refugees around the World (JRS-USA)

2:20 Refugees in the United States (USCCB/MRS)

2:30 Refugees in a local US community (CC-San Antonio)

2:40 Q&A



Catholic Social Teaching and 
Refugees

Christopher Ross
Catholic Charities USA



Catholic Social Teaching on Covid-19
and on Refugees

Catholic Social Teaching is rooted in Jesus Christ’s actions and 
words and the pastoral experience of the Catholic Church

I was hungry, thirsty, an alien, naked, sick, and imprisoned… 
Matthew 25: 35

In other words, the aim is to pursue the common good of the 
whole community, including marginalized people—”we are all in 
it together. “ 

Recently Pope Francis summarized our calling with refugees in 
four verbs: “Welcome, Protect, Promote, and Integrate”



Refugees Around the World

Giulia McPherson
Jesuit Refugee Service USA



Global Displacement

Internally Displaced Persons – 41.3 million
• Have not crossed an internationally recognized state border.

Refugees – 25.9 million
• Have crossed an international border to find safety in another country.

Asylum Seekers – 3.5 million
• Request for refuge has yet to be processed.

70.8 million people are currently forcibly displaced from their homes as a result of 
persecution, conflict, violence, or human rights violations.



Refugees

84% of refugees live in developing countries.

Children make up 50% of the world’s refugees.

61% of refugees live in urban areas.

The average length of displacement for a refugee 
is 17 years.

Meet Ansumana…



Refugees & COVID-19

COVID-19 cases globally now total more than 7.8 million people and 431,000 deaths 
(In the U.S., 2.1 million infected and 115,000 deaths)

Wars and persecution have not stopped – people are continuing to flee their homes in search of safety.

Refugees often live in overcrowded camps or urban areas, lack access to clean water, and are in countries 
with failing or stretched medical systems.

134 refugee-hosting countries have reported local transmission of COVID-19, including Bangladesh, Greece, 
Kenya, and Lebanon. The peak for these countries could be 3-6 months away.

UNHCR launched a $745 million appeal – the U.S. contributed $64 million and civil society is requesting an 
additional $12 billion for the U.S. international response.



Durable Solutions for Refugees

There are three durable solutions for refugees:

1. Local integration - solution for most refugees

2. Voluntary returns in safety and dignity - 2.9m in 
2018

3. Resettlement to another location or country –
92k in 2018



Refugees in the United States

Matthew Wilch 
USCCB/MRS



USCCB Migration and Refugee Services

One of 9 national refugee resettlement agencies

MRS coordinates the Catholic refugee resettlement network partnering with 
local Catholic Charities and Catholic Social Services across the country

Local Catholic Charities do their resettlement work in partnership with 
Parishes Organized to Welcome Refugees and Immigrants, and thousands of 
volunteers

Over the years MRS and local Catholic Charities have resettled nearly 1 
million of the 3 million refugees resettled in the United States



Bipartisan Resolution for 40th Anniversary of
US Refugee Program

During this 40th Anniversary of the Refugee Act of 1980, we commemorate the many contributions of refugees 
over the years and also the refugees in the US on the frontline of the COVID-19 crisis, with 161,000 refugees 
working as health care workers and 170,000 laboring as part of the U.S. food supply chain. New American 
Economy, 4/23/2020

We urge you to cosponsor the bipartisan, bicameral resolution House Resolution 902 / Senate Resolution 545
supporting the US refugee program

 To cosponsor H.Res. 902, please contact Alex Guajardo with Rep. Garcia at alex.guajardo@mail.house.gov or 
Rebekah Rodriguez with Rep. Curtis at rebekah.rodriguez@mail.house.gov To cosponsor S.Res. 545, please 
contact Erica Songer with Senator Coons at Erica_Songer@judiciary-dem.senate.gov or Susan Occhipinti with 
Senator Lankford’s office at Susan_Occhipinti@lankford.senate.gov

 Please join House Bipartisan Refugee Caucus (for House members, only) (led by Reps. Lofgren (D-CA-19), Diaz-
Balart (R-FL-25), Neguse (D-CO-2), and Chris Smith (R-NJ-4)) by contacting rachel.calanni@mail.house.gov

https://research.newamericaneconomy.org/report/refugee-on-the-frontlines-covid-19/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-resolution/902/related-bills
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-resolution/545
mailto:alex.guajardo@mail.house.gov
mailto:rebekah.rodriguez@mail.house.gov
mailto:Susan_Occhipinti@lankford.senate.gov
mailto:rachel.calanni@mail.house.gov


Resettlement Important to US Values 
and Interests

Refugees have helped our armed forces on the frontlines. Many seeking refuge are persecuted 
for helping our military. This includes refugees from Iraq and Afghanistan who are endangered 
for working with US peacekeepers and humanitarian agencies.

Supporting refugees and refugee resettlement is helping to support religious freedom. The U.S. 
refugee program has long been a means to protect those fleeing persecution for promoting 
democracy and free speech, or those persecuted for practicing their religious faith, such as many 
Christians in the Middle East, or Jews from the former Soviet Union.

The refugee program is an American program, reflecting common U.S. values and interests. It 
also helps us to meet our diplomatic and strategic interests and our economic interests.



Impact of Covid-19 on US Refugee Admissions 
Program

PRM virtually halted refugee resettlement beginning 3/19/2020—emergency, SIV

Trends prior to COVID-19

Low annual refugee admissions goal of 18,000

Arrivals not on pace to reach category goals or overall goal
• Iraqi-P2 (86 of 4000 goal).Central Americans (257 of 1500 goal)
• Overall (7,661 refugees arrived of 18,000 goal)

Refugees fleeing religious persecution on target to meet goal

Afghan/Iraqi SIVs (expanded FY2020 admissions goal by 3,000)



Religious Minorities and Refugee 
Protection

Religious Minorities and Refugee Protection

Protection against “religious” persecution--1 of 5 bases

Saint Pope John Paul II: “We live in a new age of martyrs”

Over 1 million Christians killed since 2000

https://justiceforimmigrants.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Religious-Minorities-and-Refugee-Protection.pdf


Refugee Domestic Asks

Cosponsor, support bipartisan, bicameral resettlement resolution House Resolution 902 / 
Senate Resolution 545 (see contact information on slide 13)

Supplemental $642 million for Office of Refugee Resettlement COVID-19 Response 

Strong funding for refugee overseas assistance and refugee resettlement 

Safe resumption and return to traditional resettlement admission levels



Refugees in the Local 
Community

Paula Walker 
Catholic Charities Archdiocese of San Antonio, TX



Catholic Charities, Archdiocese of San 
Antonio, TX

Introduction: 25 years of experience

WHO: Living our Mission of serving all people selflessly 
under the sign of love

WHAT: Our Refugee Resettlement Services welcomes the 
stranger and paves the way to self-sufficiency for many SIVs 
from Afghanistan and Iraq considering our military 
population

HOW: Welcome refugees and SIVs, partner with parishes 
and volunteers to provide basic needs, employment 
training and assistance, education guidance, and other 
services

WHY: Central to our commitment to serve is the Church’s 
value for dignity and respect for all persons in recognizing 
the individual’s worth and potential

International Refugee Night
Catholic Charities of San Antonio, 2019



Challenges Created by COVID-19 Crisis

Low arrival numbers given the closed borders and lack of air travel create even 
more challenges as we work to offer hope to refugees.

COVID-19 in Texas: Total Infected: 86,011; Total Deaths: 1,957; Infected in last 7 
days: 14,398

Impact on refugee, SIV, immigrant community in San Antonio.

A description of who is coming into the office, what are their challenges, how we 
are helping to address these challenges. (See CARES act flow chart of Who 
Qualifies and Who does not).

Catholic Charities San Antonio has been designated an essential service and 
remains committed to serving our community despite the pandemic. 

https://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/CARES-Act-Flow-Chart-Who-Qualifies-Who-does-not.pdf


Stories of Refugees and SIVs in Time 
of Covid-19

Impact story of how refugees are resilient and dedicated to living peacefully while 
contributing to society.

Our refugees continue to contribute to our community and economy by working as essential 
refugees. They are committed to helping others regardless of the challenges in our 
environment. See Gateways to Growth Brief: San Antonio, TX, New American Economy, 2019.

Testimonial

https://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/WRD-2020-Impact-Story-Fnu-Saifullah.pdf
https://www.newamericaneconomy.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/G4G_SanAntonio.pdf
https://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/WRD-2020-Testimony-Regarding-COVID-19-CC-San-Antonio-TX.pdf


Questions and Answers

Thank you for
your participation!


