
 

 

  
 
 

Catholic Charities USA Priorities for Next COVID-19 Bill  
 

While the CARES Act made great strides in providing temporary solutions, more is needed to stabilize 

the economy, individuals and families for the long-term. Congress must provide more funding to ensure 

people remain housed, fed, and healthy.   

 

Existing provisions in the CARES Act are a good first step in supporting charities and nonprofits and 

people suffering due to the pandemic. But nonprofits are not able to access the SBA Payroll Protection 

Program in the same way as small businesses.  The Emergency Stabilization Loans were also created for 

large private employers – not nonprofits.    

 

America’s charitable organizations are asking Congress and the Administration to improve upon the 

CARES Act so it better serves the charitable sector by:   

  
 Expressly provide $60 Billion for nonprofits. Congress can address this by infusing 

additional funds into the Small Business Administration 7(a) Payroll Protection 

Program (PPP) and Industry Stabilization loans for the dedicated purpose of supporting 

nonprofits.    

  

 Remove the 500-employee cap for nonprofits in the Paycheck Protection 

Program (PPP) to allow more nonprofits to qualify. Many Catholic Charities agencies 

around the country are currently excluded by the cap.  

 

 Extend the PPP program through the end of the year and increase the eight-week 

loan use period to 24 weeks.  
  

 Expand the Universal Charitable Deduction included in the CARES Act by 

increasing the $300 limit on charitable donations, allowing donations made this year to be 

deducted on 2019 tax forms; extending past 2020.  

   

 The Save Organizations that Serve America Act (SOS America Act, H.R. 6408), 

introduced by Representatives Seth Moulton (D-MA) and Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA) was 

introduced at the end of March and addresses the provisions in the CARES Act 

that must be improved to better support the nation’s charities and nonprofits.   

 

 Provide support and resources for charity and nonprofit workers and 

volunteers working on the front lines to provide services in our communities. This should 

include gloves, masks, and other essential personal protective equipment to help staff and 

volunteers working directly with clients and communities.   

 

 Include charity and nonprofit workers in hazard pay increases. These workers are on 

the front line every day serving people and the community. 

 

 Approve a waiver for states to eliminate the 50% match requirement for SNAP 

outreach for enrollment.  This would enable participating agencies and organizations to meet 

the unprecedented and growing need for SNAP enrollment in communities across the 

country. 



 

 

 Increase funding for housing and homelessness prevention:  

 Provide a 50% expansion of the Low-Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) to 

increase the supply of affordable housing for the lowest income Americans;  

 An additional $5 Billion for the Disaster Housing Assistance Program;  

 At least $11.5 billion in Emergency Solutions Grants to help prevent and respond 

to outbreaks among people experiencing homelessness;   

 Enact a national, uniform moratorium on evictions and foreclosures;  

 Provide $100 billion in funding for emergency rental assistance and eviction 

prevention; and 

 Include $700 million Housing Counseling Assistance Program for housing 

counseling and mitigation services.  

  

 Ensure adequate resources to allow families to remain intact  

 Expand and extend Unemployment insurance not only through the pandemic, but 

also thru the economic downturn;   

 Expand paid leave to reach all workers;  

 Expand Emergency Medicaid or Disaster-SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program) assistance to cover those who are not eligible for regular 

Medicaid or SNAP but who are in need of assistance that includes critical testing and 

treatment for COVID-19;  

 Waive barriers to programs that prevent individuals with a criminal background 

from accessing necessary food and health care during this critical time of need;  

 Temporarily increase the maximum SNAP benefit by 15% to respond to 

increased demand for food assistance due to COVID-19;  

 Increase the minimum monthly SNAP benefit to $30;  

 Suspend administrative actions that would eliminate or weaken SNAP benefits;  

 Expand existing Medicaid/Medicare funding for behavioral/mental 

health programs to provide needed counseling services in response to the pandemic. 

 Increase the reimbursement for telehealth services to accommodate for 

any drops in revenue or fall in patient cost sharing dollars; 

 Extend the current practice of allowing telehealth providers to practice 

across state lines after the public health emergency ends; 

 Ensure that any expanded billing/reimbursement authority extended to 

lower level practitioners for telehealth services continues after the public 

health emergency ends; 
 Support low-income working families by expanding the Earned Income Tax 

Credit and the Child Tax Credit 

  

 Assist those most vulnerable including special concern for refugees, immigrants and 

migrants  

 Ensure access to testing and treatment for COVID-19 for all and that such care is 

covered under emergency Medicaid Emergency for those who do not have other 

insurance;  

 Make immigrants and refugees with an ITIN eligible for cash payments;    

 Waive barriers to programs that keep immigrant families from accessing 

necessary food and health care during this critical time;  

 Include Automatic Extensions of Work Permits and Immigration Benefits;   

 Place restrictions on immigration detention and enforcement.   

 Increase reentry funding for recently released incarcerated individuals to provide 

opportunities for supportive housing, mentoring, and workforce development.  



 

 

 Remove exclusions from second-chance entrepreneurs accessing Payment 

Protection Program funds to support their businesses.  

 Provide no less than $500,000,000 for child abuse or neglect prevention and 

treatment programs.  


