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CCUSA AND MILES4MIGRANTS PARTNERSHIP  

New Beginnings for Refugees and Those Seeking Asylum  

CCUSA has begun a new partnership with Miles4Migrants, 

enabling ministry to further assist with migrant family reunification. 

Miles4Migrants is a non-profit charity dedicated to using donated 

frequent flyer miles and money for the relocation of refugees and 

those seeking asylum to start a new beginning in a new home. For 

more information, please visit the recent webinar and read our 

recent press release. If you are interested in participating, please fill 

out this form and a staff member at CCUSA will be in contact with 

you to initiate paperwork.   



 

JOIN CATHOLIC CHARITIES USA NETWORK FOR THE 

UPCOMING WEBINARS: 

 

Secondary Trauma - Working with Immigrants and Refugees 

Tuesday, October 23 at 2:30 PM EDT 

In recent years, major policy shifts have occurred regarding 

immigration and refugees in the U.S., via executive orders, agency 

memoranda, and changes to existing programs and practices. Such 

changes have resulted in very challenging times for staff supporting 

immigrants and refugees. Please join CCUSA staff for a webinar to 

explore the impact and range of secondary trauma for staff working 

with immigrants, refugees and asylum seekers in the United States. 

During this webinar, CCUSA will explore the clinical and 

diagnostic assessment of trauma and provide evidenced-based 

approaches for providers. Attendance will be beneficial all levels of 

staff. Register here. 

 

CCUSA AmeriCorps Grants: Upcoming Opportunities 

Wednesday, October 31 at 2:00 PM EDT 

Join us to learn about three CCUSA AmeriCorps State and National 

funding opportunities for 2019: Nutrition Education, Refugee 

Resettlement, and Peer Navigator for Veterans Programs. During 

the webinar, we will provide an overview of AmeriCorps, 

information about each program, the necessary match costs, and the 

application process for these FY19 AmeriCorps grants. Sign up 

here to learn how your agency can harness the power of national 

service at your organization! 

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES 

The Kresge Foundation Human Services Program 

The Kresge Foundation’s Human Services Program supports the 

advancement of human services to accelerate social and economic 

mobility for people with low income in America’s cities. The focus 

is on helping groundbreaking ideas enter the mainstream at the state 

http://ccusa.convio.net/site/R?i=n8ajYGxDUGJkeHPO2VslfA
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/6650519619918895617


and national level and encouraging collaboration across multiple 

sectors, including the public sector, private sector, and nonprofit 

sector. Visit the Foundation’s website for more information. 

WEBINARS AND EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Public Charge 101 Training 

Wednesday, October 17 at 1:00 PM EDT 

The Department of Homeland Security is preparing to publish a 

proposed regulation on "public charge." The proposed rule values 

money instead of family, by putting the wealthy ahead of families 

who have waited years for their chance to be reunited or stay 

together. This webinar describes public charge policy today, how it 

would change, and what you need to know if you work with 

immigrant families. Register here.  

 

Representing Refugees and Asylees in Challenging Times 

Wednesday, October 17 at 2:00 PM EDT 

This is the first webinar in the "Representing Refugees and Asylees 

in Challenging Times" series. CLINIC will discuss the refugee 

admissions process from initial UNHCR referral to the priority 

resettlement designation, plus the refugee screening process and 

Department of Homeland Security adjudication. The presenters will 

also discuss both the affirmative and defensive asylum process, and 

give updates to asylum law and adjudications. Finally, CLINIC will 

discuss recent policy and legal updates, and how they affect 

refugees and asylum seekers. Register for this webinar here. 

 

OTHER RESOURCES 

Proposed Changes to Public Charge 

On October 10, 2018, USCIS published its proposed rule, 

“Inadmissibility on Public Charge Grounds.” The public comment 

period is open for 60 days from October 10, 2018, to December 

10, 2018. Currently, the government prohibits immigrants on public 

charge grounds if there is a finding that they would likely depend 

http://ccusa.convio.net/site/R?i=ij_XareOjwRZRnXqx05u4w
http://ccusa.convio.net/site/R?i=AaoR5r-3BMrMaADa953Ehg
http://ccusa.convio.net/site/R?i=x_XK6oWvDAf8I0NXphDJ5w
https://www.regulations.gov/document?D=DHS_FRDOC_0001-1706


on public cash assistance or need long term medical care at the 

government’s expense. Under the proposed rule, the list of public 

benefits that count against an immigrant would greatly expand. 

Access CLINIC recorded webinar explaining the proposed changes 

to public charge. CLINIC encourages all of the agencies in our 

network and partners to submit a comment in opposition of this 

proposal. Use this website to better understand the proposed 

changes and take action to stop them from happening. 

 

Children Separation: Health and Human Rights Perspective 

Johns Hopkins University and Bloomberg School of Public Health 

published this one-hour, 22-minute panel discussion from the 

Center for Humanitarian Health discussing the child separation 

policy for undocumented families trying to enter the United States 

along its southern border with Mexico. Panelists describe how 

although a recent Executive Order suspended the separation policy, 

many children have yet to be reunited with their families. Watch the 

video here.  

 

The Certified Welcoming Program of Welcoming America  

The NAE Cities Index is the first comprehensive, national 

assessment of immigrant integration policy and outcomes in 100 of 

the largest cities in the country. The Certified Welcoming program 

of Welcoming America assesses local governments on their efforts 

to include and welcome immigrants. Only communities that reach 

the high bar outlined by the Welcoming Standard are able to receive 

the Certified Welcoming designation. For many communities, the 

Gateways for Growth Challenge offers the opportunity and support 

needed to help move forward by guiding the creation of new local 

initiatives to welcome and support all residents. To apply for 

Gateways for Growth Round III, communities should submit an 

application by Monday, November 19th at 5pm EST to 

challenge@gatewaysforgrowth.org. 

 

 

http://ccusa.convio.net/site/R?i=08D3rzEplqMyRD-l3PdsNQ
https://cliniclegal.org/public-charge
http://ccusa.convio.net/site/R?i=Q88VMrma5P4j6jzwG2QuxQ
http://ccusa.convio.net/site/R?i=XYnxNaj7JOqzzJDVPaNd_w
http://ccusa.convio.net/site/R?i=NMb52DhNZnx5YGEg8yNIuA
http://ccusa.convio.net/site/R?i=2ANQTqI8g_gDlKuikLHPvQ
mailto:challenge@gatewaysforgrowth.org


Protecting Immigrant Families Campaign 

Protecting Immigrant Families is a campaign by the Center for Law 

and Social Policy and the National Immigration Law Center that 

advocates for better policies for immigrant families. Check out the 

campaign here. 

 

Unauthorized Immigrants Cannot Be ‘Hidden’ in Data 

MPI and Penn State researchers took issue with a newly published 

academic exercise that suggests the U.S. unauthorized immigrant 

population is at least several million larger than demographers in 

and out of government have independently estimated. Responding 

to a method unveiled in a PLOS One article today, MPI and Penn 

State researchers find the claim by several academics that the 

unauthorized population stood somewhere between 16.2 million 

and 29.5 million in 2016 was built on a foundation of faulty 

assumptions. This commentary carefully outline why it 

significantly overstates the number of people who entered the 

country illegally in the 1990s and who remained. Read it here. 

 

Higher and Welcoming America Resources 

As many know, both Higher and Welcoming America are no longer 

receiving funding for technical assistance from ORR. Neither 

organizations will continue creating and publishing online 

resources, but current resources will remain accessible online. To 

access these resources, please visit Higher’s website and 

Welcoming America’s website.  

IN THE NEWS 

Don’t Cut Vital Services to Immigrants, Bishops Plead 

Immigrants and their families will suffer great harm if long-

standing policies are changed by DHS to further limit access to 

public benefits, the U.S. bishops have said. The rule would consider 

whether applicants for legal permanent resident status are likely to 

become a burden to public services. Read the full story. 

 

http://ccusa.convio.net/site/R?i=_bUPVAgKRbCDOcTlU9ajQA
http://ccusa.convio.net/site/R?i=YchdoXmILduhF9mFsX68aQ
http://higheradvantage.org/resources/
http://www.welcomingrefugees.org/resources
http://ccusa.convio.net/site/R?i=4bhNOejLioiE9sFAezwilw


Judge Bars U.S. from Ending Protections for Immigrants 

A U.S. federal judge in California barred the Trump administration 

on Wednesday from implementing a plan to end temporary 

protections for more than 300,000 immigrants in the United States 

from El Salvador, Haiti, Nicaragua and Sudan. Read more from 

Reuters. 

 

Deported Parents May Lose Kids to Adoption  

As the deportees were led off the plane onto the steamy San 

Salvador tarmac, an anguished Araceli Ramos Bonilla burst into 

tears, her face contorted with pain: “They want to steal my 

daughter!” It had been 10 weeks since Ramos had last held her 2-

year-old, Alexa. Ten weeks since she was arrested crossing the 

border into Texas and U.S. immigration authorities seized her 

daughter and told her she would never see the girl again. Full the 

full article here. 
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