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Families First
Title IV-E foster care reforms:
• Allows states to use federal funds available under Title IV-E of the Social Security Act to provide children and families
support to prevent the need for foster care placement.
• Programs include mental health and substance abuse prevention and treatment service as well as in-home parent skills based
programs and kinship navigator services.
• Programs must be related to goal of preventing child from needing to enter foster care
• Only IV-E prevention services classified as “promising” supported or “well-supported” (based on evident developed by the
California Evidence-Based Clearinghouse) will be eligible for reimbursement
Residential Family-based treatment facility reforms:
• Allows foster care payment - for a maximum of 12 months - for child in foster care placed in licensed residential familybased substance abuse treatment facility
Kinship Navigator Programs
• Allows states to receive 50% match for evidence based Kinship navigator program to help children remain with family
members

Families First
Regional Partnership Grants
• Modifies purpose of regional partnership grants to include well-being and permanency outcomes for children and families affected by
heroin and other substance abuse.

Non-Family Placements – Qualified Residential Treatment Program
• Effective Oct. 1, 2019, limits federal foster care payment for children placed in non-foster family home setting to two weeks unless the
placement is to a “qualified residential treatment program” (QRTP)
• QRTP means a setting for prenatal, post-partum or parenting support for youth; a supervised independent living setting for children 18 or
older; residential and support services for children or youth who are victims of sex trafficking; or a licensed residential family-based
treatment center for substance abuse
• QRTP must use a trauma informed treatment model; have a registered or licensed nursing or clinical staff onsite; facilitate outreach to the
child’s family members; provide discharge planning and family-based aftercare support for at least six months; be licensed in accordance
with state foster care standards; and be accredited
• States must have additional case review procedures to assess a child’s placement in a QRTP within 30 days of placement and a court review
of placement within 60 days

Families First
Other Foster Care Provisions:
• Eliminates current 15 month time limit for family reunification services while child is in foster care and permits family to access family
reunification services for 15 months after child returns to home from foster care
• Requires by Oct 1, 2027 that each state, territory and tribe operating a federally funded foster care plan to use an electronic interstate case
processing system when placing children across state lines
• By Oct 1, 2018 HHS must identify a reputable model standard for licensed foster family homes and each state must evaluate whether its
plan meets this model by April 1, 2019
• States must conduct criminal history and child abuse and neglect registry checks on any adult working in child care institution, including
group homes, residential treatment centers, shelters or other congregate care settings

Adoption Provisions
• Requires states to adopt income test before adoption assistance is provided until June 2024, income test must be applied to children with
special needs and under 2
• Authorizes through 2020, adoption and legal guardianship funding incentives for states improving performance in helping foster children
find permanent homes

Families First – Regulations
I.

National Model Family Foster Home Licensing Standards.
 Comment closed October 1, 2018
 Proposed Rule: https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/08/01/2018-16380/notice-for-proposed-model-family-fosterhome-licensing-standards
 Overview:

Rule based heavily on National Association for Regulatory Administration (NARA) categories:

Foster Home Eligibility

Threshold Requirements

Physical and Mental Health

Background Checks

Home Study

Foster Family Home Health and Safety

Living Space

Condition of Home

Foster Home Capacity

Foster Home Sleeping Arrangements

Emergency Preparedness, Fire Safety, and Evacuation Plans

Transportation

Training

Foster Parent Assurances

Families First – Regulations
 Items not included in Rule
• Foster home licensing procedures;
• Emergency placement procedures;
• Re-licensure procedures;
• Procedures for pre-service training;
• Care of children after placement in a licensed foster home; and
• Post-licensing requirements, such as foster parent recordkeeping and reporting.
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Adoption and Foster Care: Trends and Emerging Issues

1.Decline in International Adoptions
2.Reduction in overall Infant Adoptions
3.Increase in Private Infant Adoptions

4.Increasing costs to run placement programs
5.State and Local Same Sex Adoption Laws

Adoption and Foster Care: Trends and Emerging Issues

Adoption and Foster Care: Trends and Emerging Issues

National Adoption Trends
Foster Care Adoptions
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Adoption and Foster Care: Policy Options

Catholic Charities Ministry Adoption and
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Adoption and Foster Care: Policy Options
State and Local Same Sex Adoption Laws
1. All States: Same sex couples have the ability to adopt since 2016

2. Eight States + DC: Have laws prohibiting placement agencies from refusing to place
children with same sex couples (CA, OR, WI, NY, MA, RI, NJ, MD, DC)
3. Eight States: Have “Inclusion Act” type legislation which allows placement
agencies to refuse to place with same sex couples based on religious belief (VA, MI,
ND, SD, AL, MS, TX, OK)

Adoption and Foster Care: Policy Option

Child Welfare Provider Inclusion Act of 2017 (HR 1881, S. 811)
What it Does
• State and Federal government prohibited from excluding a
child welfare service provider that declines to provide,
facilitate, or refer for a child welfare service that conflicts with
the providers religious beliefs
Advantages
• National protection for mission based agencies to continue to
participate in adoption and foster care programs
Limitations
• Low likelihood of passage at the federal level
• Similar state based laws are being challenged in federal court
• Not currently bipartisan

Adoption and Foster Care: Policy Option – Court Issues

 Ongoing Litigation:
• Dumont v. Lyon: Challenging Michigan Inclusion Act law

• Marouf v. Azar: HHS and USCCB sued because Catholic Charities of Fort
Worth refused to place refugee child in same sex home
• Sharonell Fulton, et al v. City of Philadelphia: Adoptive parents filed in
response to city decision to no longer place with Catholic Social Services et
al
• August 30, the U.S. Supreme Court declined to grant a preliminary
request for relief by the foster families. But three Justices agreed that
Catholic Social Services had an "indisputably clear right to relief" in
order to help foster parents to continue serving children in need.
• Litigation continues on underlying claim

Thank you For Participating!!
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