
 

 
 
 

Farm Bill   
AUGUST RECESS OVERVIEW & TALKING POINTS 

BACKGROUND 

Unfortunately, 1 in 9 people in our world do not have enough to eat, which includes over 15.6 million 
households in the United States. America’s economy is approaching record lows of unemployment, but the 
number of Americans who are food insecure continues to increase. Today, 42 million Americans suffer from 
food insecurity including 1 in 6 children. Those who are most vulnerable, children, disabled and elderly, continue 
to be the most susceptible to food insecurity. Around the world, millions of our brothers and sisters around the 
world are experiencing conflict and drought, and as a result, hunger. Countries like South Sudan, Nigeria, and 
Yemen continue to be mired in violence, forcing people to abandon their fields and flee their homes. The Horn 
of Africa, including Somalia and Ethiopia, is coping with severe drought, with some regions going into their third 
consecutive year of drought. Families are unable to grow the food they need, and have lost what livestock or 
other assets they had.  
 
Pope Francis shared these words about hunger in the world, “Let us be clear. Food shortage is not something 
natural, it is not a given, something obvious or self-evident. […] The earth, abused and exploited, continues in 
many parts of the world to yield its fruits, offering us the best of itself. The faces of the starving remind us that 
we have foiled its purposes.” Hunger should never be considered the norm, and the domestic and international 
food security programs authorized in the Farm Bill are essential elements to preventing and ending global 
hunger. Our Catholic faith calls us to honor the dignity of every human being. We must ensure that all people 
have regular access to sufficient nutritious food.  
 
 
As Congress works on finalizing a new Farm Bill, we need to ensure that members of Congress: 
 

• Support the continuation of the Food for Peace, McGovern-Dole Food for Education, and Food for 
Progress programs and the improvements made to these programs in both the House and Senate 
versions of the Farm Bill, which make these food security programs more effective and efficient.   
 

• Protect and fund the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), The Emergency Food 
Assistance Program (TEFAP), the Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP). As well ensure the 
efficiency and access to the SNAP program while working to strengthen SNAP programs by ensuring 
work training programs improve access to living-wage jobs. 
 

 

 

  



CURRENT STATE OF PLAY 

Farm Bill  
At the end of June, both the House and Senate passed their respective Farm Bills and a Conference Committee 
will be appointed to negotiate a compromise between the two versions. We expect the Conference Committee 
will meet in August to work on the the final version of the bill. Once the bill is finalized by the Conference 
Committee, it will have to be voted on again by both the full House and Senate before it can be signed into law 
by the President. Congress has until September 30, 2018, to pass the Farm Bill before the current Farm Bill 
expires.   
 
What’s in the House and Senate versions of the bill? Both the House and Senate Farm Bills continue the Food 
for Peace, McGovern-Dole Food for Education, Food for Progress, Commodity Supplemental Food Program, and 
the Emergency Food Assistance programs. Both bills also make some important improvements to these 
programs. Below is a summary of each program and how they fared in the House and Senate bills: 
 
INTERNATIONAL 
 

• Food for Peace–provides food to people impacted by droughts, floods, conflict and other emergencies. 
It also supports long-term development programs targeted to support the poorest communities around 
the world, helping them get of poverty and provide for their families. Both the House and Senate Farm 
Bills: 

o continue the Food for Peace program and provide that at least $350 million be used for 
development programs that help move people out of poverty.  

o remove the requirment of monetization for Food for Peace. Monetization is selling food abroad 
to raise proceeds to pay for programs, which almost always earns less than what it costs to buy 
and ship the food in the first place; thus, moving away from monetization helps Food for Peace 
reach more people because there is more money for programming. 

 
• McGovern-Dole Food for Education–provides food for school lunches in primary schools, which 

encourages student attendance and improves literacy. This program also helps improve the quality of 
education by providing teacher training, curriculum development, and school rehabilitation. The Senate 
Farm Bill: 

o changes the McGovern-Dole Food for Education program to allow up to 10% of funding to be 
used for the purchase of food from local farmers. Including local farmers in this program will 
local governments take ownership and fund school feeding programs when McGovern-Dole 
Food for Education programs end. The House Farm Bill makes no substantive changes to 
McGovern-Dole, so we want to encourage this improvement is in the final version of the Farm 
Bill.   

 
• Food for Progress– helps small farmers to adopt better farming practices that will make their 

agricultural products more attractive to local, national, and internatioanl buyers, thus helping them earn 
more and better support their families. The Senate Farm Bill: 

o replaces some monetization with direct funding of programs. As noted above, monetization 
causes inefficiencies, so moving away from it will help the program reach more people. The 
House Farm Bill makes no substantive changes to Food for Progress, so we want to encourage 
this improvement is in the final version of the Farm Bill.  



 
DOMESTIC 
 

• Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program– offers nutrition assistance to millions of eligible, low-
income individuals and families and provides economic benefits to communities. SNAP is the largest 
program in the domestic hunger safety net. The Senate Farm Bill: 

o retains many of the current provisions from the 2014 Farm Bill including working requirements, 
state performance bonuses for timeliness in SNAP applications. It reduces barriers for seniors 
and people with disabilities to access SNAP and provides additional funding for state pilot 
education and state training programs. The House bill would alter work requirements by 
increasing the number of hours worked and raised the age of work requirements from 50 to 60. 
The House bill provided $1 billion in additional funding for workforce development and case 
management. 

 
• Commodity Supplemental Food Program–supplements the diets of low-income elderly seniors with 

healthy USDA food. Both the House and Senate Farm Bill:  
o reauthorize the program through 2023 at current funding levels. 

 
• The Emergency Food Assistance Program–provides food banks with healthy food to supplement the 

diets of low-income people across the United States.  
o The Senate Farm Bill: reauthorizes the program and sets funding at $250 million.  
o The House Farm Bill increases funding to $499 million.  
o Both the House and Senate reauthorize distribution grants at $100 billion.



TALKING POINTS 

• Thank you for your time to discuss domestic and international hunger and nutrition programs in the 
Farm Bill. (The introduction is an opportunity to share a little about yourself, your work in the 
state/district, your connection to CRS and Catholic Charities USA, what you are there to discuss and why 
you personally care about this issue.) 
 

• The international food security programs authorized in the Farm Bill–Food for Peace, McGovern-Dole 
Food for Education, and Food for Progress–provide lifesaving emergency assistance and an opportunity 
for our most vulnerable brothers and sisters to lead healthy, productive and dignified lives. Your support 
of these programs will help millions of people get the food they need to survive and thrive.   
 

• Here in the United States, unhindered access to nutrition is crucial to the success of any American and  
The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), The Emergency Food Assistance Program 
(TEFAP), the Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP) help bridge the gap of food security for 
millions of poor and vulnerable people. Programs like SNAP help feed those living below the poverty line 
struggling to put food on the table, while the TEFAP and CSFP programs provide critical support to food 
pantries and elderly Americans.  
 

• As your constituent and supporter of Catholic Charities USA and Catholic Relief Services (CRS), I urge you 
to support a final Farm Bill that continues the Food for Peace, McGovern-Dole Food for Education and 
Food for Progress programs, and that directs at least $350M of Food for Peace funding to long-term 
development projects that combat underlying causes of hunger and help move people out of poverty. 
Both the House and Senate Farm Bills do exactly this, and I ask that you weigh in with the Conference 
Committee to support these programs.  [*If your member of Congress is a member of the Conference 
Committee, you would ask that they ensure these provisions are included in the final Farm Bill.] 
 

• I also urge you to support adopting these important changes made to international food security 
programs that will help them reach more people and be more effective. These include 1) removing the 
monetization requirement in Food for Peace, 2) allowing foreign assistance funding to support Food for 
Peace development projects, 3) supporting local ownership in McGovern-Dole Food for Education 
programs by allowing up to 10% of funding to buy food from local farmers, and 4) replacing some 
monetization in Food for Progress programs with direct program support. The House and Senate 
versions of the Farm Bill contain some or all of these changes, and I ask that you support them in a final 
Farm Bill Conference Report.    

 
• Please also prioritize policies that provide for the hungry including strengthening access to SNAP, 

authorizing the Emergency Food Assitance Program at $499 million, and reauthorizing the Commodity 
Supplemental Food Program. Please reject proposals that install barriers or cut access to vital nutritional 
programs. 
 

 


